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FEDERATION VISION
Our vision is to provide all children with the best possible
education, guided by the foundations of the Catholic faith,
which develops their potential, prepares them for the future and
inspires lifelong learning.
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English as an Additional Language (EAL) Policy

Introduction/Mission statement
In our schools the teaching and learning, achievements, attitudes and well-being of all our children are valued. We
encourage and support all our children to achieve the highest possible standards. We do this through taking
account of each child’s life experiences and needs.
For pupils who are learning English as an additional language, this includes recognising and valuing their home
language and background. As a school, we are aware that bilingualism is a strength and that EAL pupils have a
valuable contribution to make. We take a whole school approach, including ethos, curriculum, education against
racism and promoting language awareness. This is in line with the requirements of the Equality Act 2010.
(Refer to school Race Equality Policy)

Aims and Objectives
The aim of this policy is to help ensure that we meet the full range of needs of those children who are learning
English as an additional language.
The schools are committed to enhancing the teaching and learning of pupils for whom English is an additional
language, and for raising the achievement of ethnic minority pupils, who are at risk from underachievement. The
school will identify individual pupil’s needs and ensure equality of access to the curriculum. Our schools recognise
that EAL status is dependent on which language was learned first by a child.
We aim for all pupils to:
 Use English confidently and competently
 Use English as a means of learning across the curriculum
 Where appropriate, make use of their knowledge of other languages

Key Principles for Additional Language Acquisition
Across the Federation we recognise and understand the difference between communication skills and language
proficiency for all children:












Language is used and developed in purposeful contexts across the curriculum
An effective use of language is crucial to the teaching and learning of every subject
The language demands of learning tasks are identified and included in planning
Attention to vocabulary and meanings are embodied in each curriculum area
Teachers and support staff have a crucial role in modelling use of language
All pupils have entitlement to the National Curriculum
A distinction is made between EAL and Special Educational Needs
Teachers are aware of the importance of pupils’ home languages and to build on their existing knowledge
and skills
Many concepts and skills depend on and benefit from well-developed home language and literacy in home
language enhances subsequent acquisition of EAL. Therefore the use of the home language of our pupils is
encouraged
All languages, dialects, accents and cultures are equally valued
Although many pupils acquire the ability to communicate on a day to day basis in English quite quickly, the
level of language needed for academic study is much deeper and more detailed, and can require ongoing
support for up to 10 years.
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Teaching and Learning


Planning and Differentiation
o The school provides a system for staff to share planning with support staff. Plans identify the demands
of the National Curriculum and provide differentiated opportunities matched to the needs of EAL
pupils. Key language features of language, which are necessary for effective participation, are
identified. These might be key words, certain patterns of grammar, and uses of language or forms of
text.



English and Maths
o The Primary Framework for literacy and mathematics is used, where classroom activities are carefully
structured and consist of clear learning objectives. The appropriate support and resources are
deployed to ensure that all pupils are able to participate in lessons.

Strategies
In our schools teachers take action to help children who are learning English as an additional language by using the
following support strategies:













Collaborative group work
Building on children’s experiences of language at home and in the wider community, so that their
developing uses of English and other languages support one another;
Ensuring that there are effective opportunities for talking, and that talking is used to support writing
Effective role models of speaking, reading and writing
Additional verbal support-repetition, alternative phrasing, peer support
Ensuring that vocabulary work covers the technical as well as the everyday meaning of key words,
metaphors and idioms
Additional visual support, e.g. displays, objects, non-verbal clues, pictures, demonstration, use of gesture,
Makaton signs etc.
Bilingual resources, e.g. dictionaries, texts, key word lists, bilingual staff/pupils
Scaffolding is provided for language and learning, e.g. writing frames
Regular verbal and written feedback from staff
Discussions provided before and during reading and writing activities
Usage of ICT programs such as Lexia, Education City, Google Translator

Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation
Information is gathered about newly arrived children through initial assessment:
 The pupils’ linguistic background
 The pupils’ competence in their home language via the mother tongue assessment
 The pupils’ previous educational and school experience
 The pupils’ family and biographical background
The pupils’ level of English fluency is assessed using the new DFE 5-stage Proficiency in English scale (Appendix 1)
The stages of English fluency are recorded and updated three times a year. The progress of EAL pupils is monitored
via EAL tracking record and support is provided, where necessary, in a small group, one-to-one, or in the class by,
when possible, bilingual Teaching Assistants. Staff regularly observe and assess pupils’ developing use of language.
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Whilst account is taken of EAL development, the schools aim to set appropriate and challenging targets for
individual pupils. These targets are reviewed termly as part of the assessment process.

Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND)
The school recognises that most EAL pupils needing additional support do not have SEND. However, should SEN
needs be identified during assessment; EAL pupils will have equal access to school SEND provision.

More Able Pupils
The school recognises that there may be EAL pupils who are more able, even though they may not be fully fluent in
English. They have equal access to the schools’ provision.

Resources
The schools display work reflecting our linguistic and cultural diversity. Resources from other cultures are used to
support teaching and learning throughout the curriculum.
A range of resources are used to support pupils’ linguistic development, e.g. games, ICT, visual materials,
differentiated tasks, key word lists.
Assessment materials use images and texts which are appropriate for all pupils.

Parents/Carers and the Wider Community
Across the Federation:
 We provide a welcoming Admissions process for the induction, assessment and support of new pupils and
their families/carers
 We take account of parents/carers linguistic, cultural and religious backgrounds when planning the
curriculum and developing home-school links
 The bilingual Teaching Assistants provide parents with information about the schools’ expectations of EAL
pupils, the English educational system and curriculum. They also provide translation during parents’
evening and when necessary
 Parents are supported when they have to complete the forms for Junior and Secondary school transfer, as
well as transfer from Nursery to Reception
 There are opportunities for parents to attend English classes at our school
 We organise international evenings to celebrate the cultural diversity of both schools
 We aim to work closely with members of the wider community to support our EAL pupils

Staff Development
Staff will have an opportunity to undertake professional development to ensure that the provision for EAL pupils is
appropriately delivered and co-ordinated.
The School Development Plan will incorporate action plans and reviews relating to raising the achievement of EAL
pupils.

Review and Evaluation of Policy
School data will include relevant information on minority ethnic/EAL pupils. This will include needs, level of English,
support, achievement and progress. This will enable the school to monitor targets.
The evaluation process will serve as the basis for planning programmes of action, targeting time, support and
resources.
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Signed:
Headteachers: __________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

Chair of Governors: ______________________________________________

______________________________________________
Date agreed: May 2018
Date to be reviewed: May 2020
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Appendix 1

DFE 5-stage Proficiency in English scale
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